
 

 

Macon-Bibb County Health Department Art Challenge: 

“What Does Public Health Mean to You?” 
 

Calling all artists! We’re looking for teens and young adults to show their knowledge of public 

health through art! Your original artwork may be featured on Macon-Bibb County Health 

Department's official social media pages, and you could win up to $750. 

You can submit your art between February 1, 2024, and March 15, 2024, at 11:59 p.m. Eastern 

Time (ET).  

Subject of the Challenge 

The Macon-Bibb County Health Department (MBCHD) is launching the “What Does Public 

Health Mean to You” art challenge to raise awareness, educate, and empower our community 

on public health services offered by the Macon-Bibb County Health Department. Through the 

creative medium of art, students will explore services they, their friends, or families may utilize 

while also stimulating their interest in potential career opportunities in public health. 

Simultaneously, participants will contemplate how health equity affects their community and 

the issues some groups face when striving to achieve optimal health outcomes.  

 

About the Art Challenge 

MBCHD is encouraging middle school students (6th-8th grade) and high school students (9th-12th 

grade) to share their ideas—through art—about how public health services can help improve 

the lives of people in Macon-Bibb County, no matter who they are or where they live.  

 

Public health means promoting healthy lifestyles, adequate healthcare, and disease 

prevention through the organized efforts of society. 

Public health can include: 

● People utilizing services at their local health department, like getting their eyes 

checked at the vision clinic, learning how to properly install a car seat, or requesting 

birth and death certificates 

● Environmental health services, such as restaurant inspections and testing for lead in 

water 



 

 

There are some groups of people who often have worse health than the general population, but 

the contributing factor may not be related to the illness. Rather, these factors are what the 

public health sector calls a “Social Determinant of Health.”  Social determinants of health 

(SDOH) are the nonmedical factors that influence health outcomes. They are the conditions in 

which people are born, grow, work, live, and age, as well as the wider set of forces and systems 

shaping the conditions of daily life. These forces and systems can include things like economic 

stability, educational access and quality, health care access, one’s neighborhood, environment, 

and their social and community context.   

For example, in the United States, 1 in 10 people live in poverty and many people can’t afford 

things like healthy foods, health care, and housing. Did you know that people with higher levels 

of education are more likely to be healthier and live longer?  Did you know about 1 in 10 people 

in the United States don’t have health insurance? People without insurance are less likely to 

have a primary care provider, and they may not be able to afford the health care services and 

medications they need. Finally, many people face challenges and dangers they can’t control — 

like unsafe neighborhoods, discrimination, or trouble affording the things they need. This can 

have a negative impact on health and safety throughout life. 

Positive relationships at home, at work, and in the community can help reduce the negative 

impact. 

Artwork should show how public health can help people receive care and stay healthy. Here are 

some programs and services that the department of public health offers at the Macon-Bibb 

County Health Department, but you can choose any part of public health that is meaningful to 

you:

● Babies Can’t Wait Referrals  

● Breast and Cervical Cancer 

Program  

● Car Seat Safety Program  

● Child Development Screenings 

● CPR Training  

● Dental Health 

● Diabetes Assistance  

● Emergency Preparedness 

● Environmental Health  

● Family Planning 

● General Lab work 

● Genetic Counseling 

● Health Assessments  

● Health Education Services  

● High Risk Infant Follow-up  

● HIV/AIDS Care & Treatment 

● High Blood Pressure 

● Immunizations  

● Mosquito Control 

● Nutrition Education 

● Pap Smears & Mammograms 

https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/babies-cant-wait/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/for-adults/breast-and-cervical-cancer-program-bccp/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/for-adults/breast-and-cervical-cancer-program-bccp/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/car-seat-safety/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/other/dental/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/environmental-health/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/for-adults/family-planning/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/other/accreditation/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/immunizations/


 

 

● Perinatal Case Management  

● Physical Assessments  

● PrEP  

● Pregnancy Related After Birth 

Services  

● Pregnancy Testing  

● Prenatal Clinics  

● Restaurant, Pool & Hotel Inspections 

● School, Sports & Work Physicals 

● Sickle Cell Clinic  

● STD Testing & Treatment 

● Tuberculosis Clinic  

● Travel Clinic  

● Vision, Hearing & Dental Screening  

● Vital Records  

● Water Testing 

● West Nile Virus Prevention 

● WIC  

● Women’s Health Clinic  

 

Resources for learning more about Public Health 

Credible sources of information regarding public health can be found across the internet. We 

recommend checking out resources from the following organizations: 

 
● The Macon-Bibb County Health Department 

https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/macon-bibb-county-health-department/ 

● The American Public Health Association  

https://www.apha.org/What-is-public-health 

● The Center for Disease Control  

https://www.cdc.gov/training/publichealth101/public-health.html 

● The Georgia Department of Public Health 

https://dph.georgia.gov/ 

 

 

 

Who can enter and what are the rules? 

This Challenge is open to: 

https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/prep/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/for-adults/family-planning/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/std-hiv-testing/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/other/tuberculosis/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/travel-vaccines/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/programs-servces/other/vital-records/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/wic/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/womens-wellness/
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/macon-bibb-county-health-department/
https://www.apha.org/What-is-public-health
https://www.cdc.gov/training/publichealth101/public-health.html
https://dph.georgia.gov/


 

 

● Middle school students who are enrolled in 6th-8th grade at the time of submission 

and attend a school in the Bibb County School District, Bibb County Charter school, 

or Bibb County private school. 

● High school students who are enrolled in 9th-12th grade at the time of submission 

and attend a school in the Bibb County School District, Bibb County Charter school, 

or Bibb County private school. 

Please read each set of rules below. 

Eligibility rules 

To be eligible to win a prize under this Challenge, a Participant: 

1. Shall have registered to participate in the Challenge under the rules provided 

by the Macon-Bibb County Health Department (MBCHD) as published in this 

announcement;  

2. Shall have followed all the requirements set forth in this announcement;  

3. Shall enter the Middle School category if they are currently enrolled in grades 

6th through 8th at the time of submission;  

4. Shall enter the High School category if they are currently enrolled in grades 9th 

through 12th at the time of submission; 

5. Shall be enrolled in a Bibb County public, private, or charter school at the time 

of submission. 

Participation Rules 

1. All work must be the Participants’ own design and the sole work of the 

artist.  

2. Participants permit that the works are entirely original (or is an improved 

version of an existing work that the Participant has sufficient rights to use 

and improve), and that the submission does not infringe any copyright or 

any other rights of any third party of which the Participant is aware.  

3. The use of artificial intelligence (AI) or any other image generating software 

is not permitted for this challenge, and submissions that are found to have 

used such software will be disqualified. 



 

 

4. By participating in this Challenge, each Participant grants MBCHD the right 

to reproduce, publish, post, link, share, and display publicly the submission 

on the internet or elsewhere. 

5. Each Participant will retain all other intellectual property rights in their 

submissions, as applicable.  

6. Each Participant under 18 years of age at the time of submission MUST have 

signed permission from a parent or legal guardian to participate in the 

Challenge. If a Participant under 18 years of age is an emancipated youth, 

the requirement for parent/legal guardian consent is waived. Emancipated 

youth (if less than 18 years of age) MUST self-certify their status as an 

emancipated youth with their submission. If a Participant who is an 

emancipated youth (under 18 years of age) is selected as a winner, they will 

need to provide documentation of their status prior to award. 

7. Each Participant under 18 years of age (and not an emancipated youth) at 

the time of submission MUST have a parent or legal guardian to accept a 

cash prize on their behalf if awarded prize funds. 

8. All entries must be deemed appropriate for public display.  We reserve the 

right to make no selection.  

Prizes 

Winning entries will be awarded $250–$750, and your original artwork will be featured on 

MBCHD's social media!  

We will award up to 6 prizes: 1st and 2nd, and one community-voted winner for each of the two 

age categories: 

Middle School category (6th-8th grades at the time of submission) 

● 1st place = $750 

● 2nd place = $500 

● Community Winner = $250 

High School category (9th-12th grades at the time of submission) 



 

 

● 1st place = $750 

● 2nd place = $500 

● Community Winner = $250 

How the Macon-Bibb County Health Department will score 

artwork 
 

The Macon-Bibb County Health Department will enlist a panel of judges to review all properly 

submitted entries. Each entry will be scored using the following criteria:  

• Originality and creativity (1–10 points): Is the submission an original work of art? Does 

it use innovative techniques?  

• Quality (1–5 points): Is the artwork well composed/designed (line, balance, color, 

perspective)?  

• Theme (1–5 points): Does the artwork clearly depict the theme of the Challenge? 

o Are public health services portrayed in a meaningful way?  

• Social Determinants of Health (1-5): Does the artwork reflect one or more nonmedical 

factors that influence health outcomes? 

• Impact (1–10): Is the artwork inspiring, compelling, or thought-provoking?  

A panel of judges who are employed or partnered with Macon-Bibb County Health Department 

will select the final winners. The judging period will begin March 16th and end on March 31st. 

The final winners will be announced during the first week of April. 

 

The Community Winner will be chosen by majority vote on the Macon-Bibb County Facebook 

page from March 16th – March 31st. The community winner will be announced during the first 

week of April. 

 

How to enter 

First, read the entire set of instructions on the entry form (JotForm) carefully. 

● Eligibility and participation rules (above) 



 

 

● Submission and artwork requirements (below)  

● Then, follow the step-by-step submission instructions listed below to submit your 

artwork and the required entry form (JotForm)  between February 1, 2024, and 11:59 

p.m. ET on March 15th, 2024. 

Step-by-step submission instructions 

Note: Follow all the instructions on your entry form to qualify as a participant. 

1. Complete and sign the required entry form (JotForm). You can complete it 

electronically.  

● Include your contact information.  

● Provide a brief title (fewer than 50 characters) for your artwork.  

● Provide a caption (fewer than 500 characters) and describe how your 

artwork shows what public health means to you. (Please note that 

descriptions for winning artwork may be slightly modified before 

publication to meet accessibility requirements.) 

● Titles and descriptions must be written in English or accompanied by 

an English translation. 

● Sign and date the entry form. 

● If you are submitting artwork to either category, and you are under 

the age of 18 years old, your parent or legal guardian MUST sign and 

date the entry form to confirm that they understand and accept the 

Challenge rules and regulations.  

● If you are submitting artwork to the High School category and are 18 

years or older or an emancipated youth, the requirement for 

parent/legal guardian consent is waived, but you MUST self-certify 

your emancipated status on the entry form. If your artwork is selected 

as a winner, you will need to submit PDF documentation of your 

emancipated status before the award can be made.  

https://prevention.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/NIH-ODP-ArtChallenge-EntryForm-508.pdf


 

 

● If you printed the entry form and completed it by hand instead of 

completing it electronically, you can either scan or take a picture of 

the final document.  

2. Name your artwork using the file name: “Title of Artwork (a shortened version 

is acceptable)_FirstInitialLastName.” If the artwork itself includes text in a 

language other than English, an English translation of the text must be 

provided as a separate document that is attached to your email submission. 

● Example file name for artwork: Picturing Better Health for 

All_DNelson 

● Example file name for artwork including language other than English 

(if applicable): Picturing Better Health for All_DNelson_Translation 

3. Attach your artwork file to the entry form (JotForm) and submit it by 11:59 

p.m. ET on March 15, 2024. 

 

Submission requirements 

● Only one piece of artwork may be submitted per participant.  

● All artwork and required forms must submitted via the entry form by 11:59 

p.m. ET on March 15, 2024.  

● Artwork can be saved as a PDF, JPEG, or PNG file (minimum 300 pixels per inch 

and maximum of 10 MB). Use the file name: “Title of Artwork (a shortened 

version is acceptable)_FirstInitialLastName.”  

● Example file name for artwork: Picturing Better Health for All_DNelson 

● For submissions from participants who are under 18 years old at the time of 

submission, your entry form MUST also be signed by a parent or legal 

guardian.  

● For participants who are under 18 years old at the time of submission and an 

emancipated youth: The requirement for parent/legal guardian consent is 

waived. Emancipated youth, who are younger than 18 years old at the time of 

submission, MUST self-certify their emancipated status on the entry form. If a 



 

 

participant who is an emancipated youth (under 18 years of age) is selected as 

a winner, they will need to provide documentation of their status before the 

award can be made. 

Submissions may be disqualified for:  

● Plagiarism: Entries may be screened, using a plagiarism software package, to 

validate the originality of the work  

● Use of artificial intelligence (AI) or other such software for generating artwork 

● Falsification of any information submitted 

● Use of copyrighted material without permission 

● Inclusion of Personally Identifiable Information (PII) in your art (information 

that can be used to distinguish or trace an individual's identity, such as your 

name, social security number, date, place of birth, emails, etc.) 

Artwork requirements 

● Submissions must be original art, developed for this Challenge, and cannot 

have been submitted elsewhere.  

● Artificial intelligence (AI) or any such software image generating is not 

permitted for creating artwork. 

● Photos, graphics, original drawings, and paintings or other images are allowed. 

Video or audio recordings are not permitted.  

● Note: Winning entries that include identifiable images of people (e.g., picture 

shows their face or other distinctive features) will need to provide a photo 

release (PDF) from the person/people in the photo prior to award. 

● Artwork may be produced using any medium, but the image and text should 

be clear if the image is printed on an 8 ½″ by 11″ piece of paper.  

● Copyrighted materials are not allowed in any submission unless express 

written permission from the copyright’s owner is provided at time of Challenge 

submission. Proof of the right to use copyrighted material must be included 

https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/NCHD-Photo-Video-Release-Form.pdf
https://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/NCHD-Photo-Video-Release-Form.pdf
https://prevention.nih.gov/sites/default/files/PDF/NIH-ODP-ArtChallenge-PhotoReleaseForm-508.pdf


 

 

with your email submission (this can be included as another attachment to 

your submission). 

● Artwork must not use Health and Human Services (HHS), Georgia Department 

of Public Health (DPH), or Macon-Bibb County Health Department (MBCHD) 

logos or official seals and must not claim federal government, state 

government, or local government endorsement. 

● Titles and descriptions must be submitted in English or accompanied by an 

English translation.  

● If text in a language other than English is included in the artwork itself, an 

English translation of the text must be provided as a separate document that is 

attached to your email submission.  

● The artwork file must use the following naming convention: “Title of Artwork 

(a shortened version is acceptable)_FirstInitialLastName.”  

● Example name for artwork: Picturing Better Health for All_DNelson 

● Artwork must be submitted as a PDF, JPEG, or PNG and must be at least 300 

pixels per inch. 

● Artwork files must be no larger than 10 MB. 

 

What dates do I need to keep in mind? 

● Submissions Open: February 1, 2024 

● Submissions Due: March 15, 2024, at 11:59 p.m. ET 

● Judging Period: March 16–March 31, 2024 

● Winners Announced: April 2024 

 



 

 

Who do I contact if I have questions or want more 

information? 

Email us at dustin.nelson@dph.ga.gov with any questions about the art challenge, rules and 

requirements, or help submitting your artwork. 


